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Iroquois Confederacy
The Iroquois Confederacy, also known as the people of the six nations comprises of the Oneidas, Onondagas, Mohawks, Senecas, the Cayugas and lastly the Tuscaroras who joined the league later in the 18th century. They are considered the most ancient participatory democracy existing today. According to The league of Iroquois (2018), the league was majorly characterized by their way of life that comprised of shared concerns alongside well-structured decision making leadership that united the five major communities. Oral traditions outline that there existed a long period of warfare between the five tribes of the Iroquois tribe until it was later on joined by the Mohawk in the1700s led by chief Hiawatha who took the responsibility of spreading peace among the five tribes. It is from this that he managed to convince them to stop the infighting and come together to form the Confederacy. The confederacy comprised of fifty chiefs that were elected from all tribes to come up with laws and customs that were to lead the former Confederacy.  The literature will cover extensively Iroquois Confederacy and its importance in the American history.
There have been several differing concerns regarding when and how long the Iroquois Confederacy has been in the existence. According to Hall (2018), historical data records that the league was already existing when Jesuits paid his first visit to the Canadian Huron around 1630. Additionally, there have been differing opinions regarding how the league was formed although two major theories have been able to sustain its origin. One, it is said that the league might have been formed by the Iroquois people themselves and secondly, the Confederacy might have been formed due to the interaction between the Iroquois tribe members and the Europeans (Fadden, 2018). 
The social organization of the Iroquois confederacy comprised of several embedded units. Each tribe consisted of two moieties that had exogamous clans. It is from these clans that created lineages and then families. The role of the clans was to strengthen the group and the family bonds. Iroquois scholars note that the clan was a vital element in cementing the tribe. 
In summation, the Iroquois Confederacy has played a crucial role in the American history especially when it comes to their governance. Its structure and form of leadership have vastly influenced the development of the current government system of the United States. Its story and governance drew inspiration to the representative democracy of the US. Today, new governments that uphold happiness and liberty are inspired by the league of the six nations.
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